
EVEN AFTER SEVENTY YEARS DEEP RESPECT FOR VETERANS MARKET GARDEN 1.  
Survivors in plane crash 

memorial WWII 

 

The history of 320 squadron 

 

Everard Bakker comes late nineties in contact with Mr 

Jonker, a veteran of 320 squadron. This squadron consists of 

Dutch Engelandvaarders employed by the Royal Air Force 

during the war side by side with the British run the air war 

against the Nazis. 

As many as 156 members of 320 were killed in the 

performance of their mission. 56 is not known  the final 

resting place.They are still missing. 

Four times a soldier received 320 the highest award, the 

Military Order of William. Bakker, in everyday life works at the 

Centre for Logistics of the Army, was deeply impressed by 

the history of 320 Squadron and interviewing many of the 

surviving veterans, to snatch their history from oblivion and 

preserve their experiences for posterity. It affects him in 

particular that many veterans have often repressed their 

emotions, what strong influence on their daily lives with 

partner and family members. On the other hand prove many 

surviving veterans especially grateful to be able to tell their 

story now still and thus share with posterity. For a long time it 

was not known that 320 was involved in Operation Market 

Garden. 

It is now known that, together with 98 and 180 were involved 

in the operation of September 25, 1944. 

 

By deploying Bakker in 2011 on the Malburgse Bandijk a 

plaque unveiled near the John Frost Bridge in Arnhem, in 

memory of the crew of the FW-194 that also on September 

25, 1944, ten minutes before their comrades in the FW211 

same fate met., was shot down by German fighters and 

crashed at Schaarsbergen. For the ceremony include the 

brother of the deceased pilot Bruce Williams from Australia 

came over. There are also some former colleagues of 320, 

including the 89-year-old Edward Hoenson, the telegrapher 

who after the war emigrated to the United States and for this 

opportunity has come. Hoenson shows himself deeply 

impressed by the huge commitment of postwar Dutch to do 

justice to the memory of those who died in the liberation of 

their country.•  

 

See also www.litho320.veteranen.nl 
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Veterans Stritzko (I) and Jacob (r) of 320 Squadron commemorate their fallen British comrades. In the middle Riet Las, an eyewitness of to the crash with 

the FW211. 

It is September 25, 1944. The Battle of Arnhem will soon be 

history, but is still in full swing. British bombers of 98, 180 and 

320 squadron perform an attack on German flak around 

Arnhem, the supply of British paratroopers seriously 

hampered. The bell of St Petrus church at Hees, a village in 

the shadow of Nijmegen, recently has beaten six hours as a 

fierce dogfight fatal occurs between German fighters and the 

second box of 98 squadron Mitchell bombers. 

wo planes, both are knocked down, the first crash at 

18.10 near Schaarsbergen, the other, the Foxtrot 

Whiskey 211 digs at 18.20 hours in a guest house in 

Hees, opposite St Petrus Church. Thereby come to: 

the retirement of female workers, sisters Everdina and 

Arnolda Dodemont and boarder Mary Satink. The 

elderly mother of the sisters Dodemont Mary 

Dodemont-Van Son, succumbs some time later in 

hospital to her injuries. Of the crew of the Mitchell 

killed in the crash captain Stanley Harrisson (25) 

navigator Georg Robert Munton (32) and radioman 

Harold Morris Nottle (25). Archer RonaId Taylor 

manages to save himself with his parachute and lands 

in German captivity.. 
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For a long time after the war believed in Hees crashed device is 

a Spitfire, one of the fighters who form the escort for the 

Mitchells. Scrutiny by Everard Bakker (1), amateur historian 

with the air war against Nazi Germany as the main focus, 

however, has convincingly shown that this is the location of the 

missing FW211. 

Emotion 
 

The 25 September 2014 have gathered some two hundred 

people in St Petrus Church in Hees. Among them are relatives 

of the fallen British crew, as Steve Dyke, nephew of Bob 

Munton, the navigator who died in the crash. Among them is 

"the 95-year-old Las Reed, who was an eyewitness to the event, 

which is still sharp stands on her retina. Bakker has already 

visited her in the company of the English guests. He says: "In 

an intimate way she once did her testified in her room face to 

face It was touching to be able to experience first hand the 

emotion of this transfer There were no language barriers or 

barriers of age or tough behaviour. The attendees had each 

previously encountered so close and yet the meeting ended with 

the announcement of Mrs. Las her family is rich. I ran away 

when they said goodbye. All were moved to tears emotioned!  

Respect  
Dyke tells how the death of Munton a lasting wound has 

beaten the life of his mother Jen and his two sisters Marjorie 

and Rita. He also recalls how the run-up to this anniversary 

has led to the now living family Munton much closer together 

around the memories of him. Dyke ends his speech with the 

words: "None of these men considered themselves heroes. 

They just had a job that needed to be done. Dn behalf of all 

he family of all the airmen, our heartfelt thanks for this 

opportunity to remember them and their work ... "  

  

At exactly 18:20 hours flying an old Spitfire flown by F-16 

pilot Ralph Aarts, as a tribute to the crowd gathered in the 

garden of St Petrus church, where a poppy cross refers to where 

exactly seventy years ago in the crash seven people lost their 

lives. Schoolchildren lay flowers, a young man sings a touching  

Abide with me, de Last Post wordt geblazen. There is a 

respectfull silence. 

 

Seventy years later ... The witnesses are scarce. And survivors 

often have no personal memories more who then not returned 

alive. But many agree with the words of the Nijmegen mayor 

Hubert Bruls that emphasizes how honorable it is for him to be 

able to remember those who stuck to their lives fought for the 

liberation of our country. No wonder all those present, in a 

sense, all survivors who then died, unite in a warm, respectful 

applause for the two elderly veterans of 320, Jacob and 

Stritzko, at this ceremony in Hees present to their fallen British 

comrades honor. • 

 

(1); by Everard: “With thanks to Steve Dyke”. 

 

 

At exactly 18:20 hours flying a Spitfire old as a tribute to the crowd gathered 

in the garden of the St.Petruskerk.  
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